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Civilian Office and the EU Rule of Law Mis-
sion, within its means and capabilities. KFOR
provides a security presence in towns, villages,
and the countryside, and organizes check-
points and patrols in key areas to provide secu-
rity, to protect all segments of Kosovo’s popu-
lation, and to help instill a feeling of confi-
dence across all ethnic communities through-
out Kosovo. NATO periodically conducts
formal reviews of KFOR’s mission. These re-
views provide a basis for assessing current
force levels, future requirements, and recom-
mendations for adjustments to KFOR’s force
structure and eventual withdrawal. NATO ad-
opted the Joint Operations Area plan to re-
gionalize and rationalize its force structure in
the Balkans.

The Kosovo Police has primary responsibili-
ty for public safety and policing throughout
Kosovo. KFOR also offers as-needed security
assistance in response to civil unrest. KFOR
augments security in particularly sensitive ar-
eas or in response to particular threats as
events on the ground dictate.

In January 2009, the Government of Kosovo
established the Kosovo Security Force (KSF).
Separately, the Government of Kosovo began
the process of dissolving the Kosovo Protec-
tion Corps (KPC). The KSF is a lightly armed,

civilian-led security force that provides crisis
response, explosive ordnance disposal, and civ-
il protection. The newly formed Ministry for
the Kosovo Security Force provides civilian
oversight and control for the KSF. KFOR pro-
vides technical and policy guidance to the KSF
and assists with recruiting for new members,
chairing selection boards that identify former
KPC members suitable for service in the KSF,
supervising NATO standard training programs
for new recruits, and coordinating KSF equip-
ment purchases and donations.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional authority to conduct
the foreign relations of the United States and
as Commander in Chief and Chief Executive.
Officials of my Administration and I commu-
nicate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks at a Plenary Session of the United Nations Climate Change
Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark
December 18, 2009

Good morning. It is an honor for me to join
this distinguished group of leaders from na-
tions around the world. We come here in Co-
penhagen because climate change poses a
grave and growing danger to our people. All of
you would not be here unless you, like me,
were convinced that this danger is real. This is
not fiction, it is science. Unchecked, climate
change will pose unacceptable risks to our se-
curity, our economies, and our planet. This
much we know.

The question then before us is no longer the
nature of the challenge, the question is our ca-
pacity to meet it. For while the reality of cli-
mate change is not in doubt, I have to be hon-

est, as the world watches us today, I think our
ability to take collective action is in doubt right
now, and it hangs in the balance. I believe we
can act boldly and decisively in the face of a
common threat. That’s why I come here today
not to talk but to act.

Now, as the world’s largest economy and as
the world’s second largest emitter, America
bears our responsibility to address climate
change, and we intend to meet that responsi-
bility. That’s why we’ve renewed our leader-
ship within international climate change nego-
tiations. That’s why we’ve worked with other
nations to phase out fossil fuel subsidies.
That’s why we’ve taken bold action at home by
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making historic investments in renewable ener-
gy, by putting our people to work increasing ef-
ficiency in our homes and buildings, and by
pursuing comprehensive legislation to trans-
form to a clean energy economy.

These mitigation actions are ambitious, and
we are taking them not simply to meet global
responsibilities. We are convinced, as some of
you may be convinced, that changing the way
we produce and use energy is essential to
America’s economic future, that it will create
millions of new jobs, power new industries,
keep us competitive, and spark new innovation.
We’re convinced, for our own self-interest, that
the way we use energy, changing it to a more ef-
ficient fashion, is essential to our national secu-
rity, because it helps to reduce our dependence
on foreign oil and helps us deal with some of
the dangers posed by climate change.

So I want this plenary session to understand,
America is going to continue on this course of
action to mitigate our emissions and to move to-
wards a clean energy economy no matter what
happens here in Copenhagen. We think it is
good for us as well as good for the world. But
we also believe that we will all be stronger, all
be safer, all be more secure, if we act together.
That’s why it is in our mutual interest to achieve
a global accord in which we agree to certain
steps and to hold each other accountable to cer-
tain commitments.

After months of talk, after two weeks of ne-
gotiations, after innumerable side meetings, bi-
lateral meetings, endless hours of discussion
among negotiators, I believe that the pieces of
that accord should now be clear.

First, all major economies must put forward
decisive national actions that will reduce their
emissions and begin to turn the corner on cli-
mate change. I’m pleased that many of us have
already done so. Almost all the major econo-
mies have put forward legitimate targets, signif-
icant targets, ambitious targets. And I’m confi-
dent that America will fulfill the commitments
that we have made, cutting our emissions in the
range of 17 percent by 2020 and by more than
80 percent by 2050, in line with final legislation.

Second, we must have a mechanism to re-
view whether we are keeping our commitments
and exchange this information in a transparent

manner. These measures need not be intrusive
or infringe upon sovereignty. They must, how-
ever, ensure that an accord is credible and that
we’re living up to our obligations. Without such
accountability any agreement would be empty
words on a page. I don’t know how you have an
international agreement where we all are not
sharing information and ensuring that we are
meeting our commitments. That doesn’t make
sense. It would be a hollow victory.

Number three, we must have financing that
helps developing countries adapt, particularly
the least developed and most vulnerable coun-
tries to climate change. America will be a part
of fast-start funding that will ramp up to $10 bil-
lion by 2012. And yesterday Secretary Hillary
Clinton, my Secretary of State, made it clear
that we will engage in a global effort to mobilize
$100 billion in financing by 2020, if—and only
if—it is part of a broader accord that I have just
described.

Mitigation, transparency, financing, it’s a
clear formula, one that embraces the principle
of common but differentiated responses and re-
spective capabilities. And it adds up to a signifi-
cant accord, one that takes us farther than we
have ever gone before as an international com-
munity.

I just want to say to this plenary session that
we are running short on time. And at this point,
the question is whether we will move forward
together or split apart, whether we prefer pos-
turing to action. I’m sure that many consider
this an imperfect framework that I just de-
scribed. No country will get everything that it
wants. There are those developing countries
that want aid with no strings attached and no
obligations with respect to transparency. They
think that the most advanced nations should pay
a higher price. I understand that. There are
those advanced nations who think that develop-
ing countries either cannot absorb this assis-
tance, or that will not be held accountable ef-
fectively, and that the world’s fastest growing
emitters should bear a greater share of the bur-
den.

We know the fault lines because we’ve been
imprisoned by them for years. These interna-
tional discussions have essentially taken place
now for almost two decades, and we have very
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little to show for it other than an increased ac-
celeration of the climate change phenomenon.
The time for talk is over. This is the bottom
line: We can embrace this accord, take a sub-
stantial step forward, continue to refine it and
build upon its foundation. We can do that, and
everyone who is in this room will be part of a
historic endeavor, one that makes life better
for our children and our grandchildren.

Or we can choose delay, falling back into
the same divisions that have stood in the way
of action for years. And we will be back having
the same stale arguments month after month,
year after year, perhaps decade after decade,
all while the danger of climate change grows
until it is irreversible.

Ladies and gentlemen, there is no time to
waste. America has made our choice. We have
charted our course. We have made our com-
mitments. We will do what we say. Now I be-
lieve it’s the time for the nations and the peo-
ple of the world to come together behind a
common purpose.

We are ready to get this done today, but
there has to be movement on all sides to rec-
ognize that it is better for us to act than to talk;
it’s better for us to choose action over inaction,
the future over the past. And with courage and
faith, I believe that we can meet our responsi-
bilities to our people and the future of our
planet. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. at
the Bella Center. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dmitry A. Medvedev of
Russia in Copenhagen
December 18, 2009

President Obama. Obviously, our main con-
cern in coming to Copenhagen was to try to
move forward with an accord on the issue of
climate change. But on the margins of this
meeting we thought it was important to con-
tinue to build on the excellent relationship
that our two Governments have developed
over the last several months.

Our main focus today was the START Trea-
ty, the new START Treaty that we have been
negotiating. We’ve been making excellent
progress. We are quite close to an agreement,
and I’m confident that it will be completed in
a timely fashion. And I just want to thank Pres-
ident Medvedev for being a very effective
partner in these negotiations.

And we wish him a merry Christmas and a
happy New Year.

President Medvedev. For my part, as an ef-
fective partner of President Obama, I will say
all the same, but using different words, as the
custom that we have in our diplomatic prac-
tice.

That’s true that we arrived in Copenhagen
not to have this bilateral meeting, but to move
forward all the whole range of climate issues,

and in this respect our work is not over. But on
the other hand, it would be unreasonable not
to use this opportunity in order to—not to dis-
cuss what we’ve been doing for the recent days
or the recent time in a very coordinated and
persistent manner. And I would like to thank
Mr. Obama and the U.S. negotiating team. I
am talking about a new treaty on the reduc-
tions of strategic arms.

And our positions are very close and almost
all the issues that we’ve been discussing for the
last month are almost closed. And there are
certain technical details which we can encoun-
ter, many agreements which require further
work. I hope that we will be able to do it in a
quite brief period of time. The outcome of our
efforts will reflect good and close spirit of our
relationship that we have established with the
new U.S. administration.

[At this point, President Medvedev continued
in English.]

And I would like to say merry Christmas
and happy New Year to you.

President Obama. Thank you, everybody.
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